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Doug Cook, LAPOA Board Member

As we move through the 3rd summer of the Lake Stewardship program we want to acknowledge the work that
has been done and celebrate the progress that has been made. We now have a total of 23 Lake Associations that
have adopted the program through MLR, with two  more joining just this week. 

Each Lake Steward sign awarded means one more lot that provides clean, rather than polluted, runoff into the
lake, one more lot that can provide habitat for nesting loons and waterfowl, and one more member of the 
community who is committed to the common good. 

The results of this commitment can be realized on both large and small scales; There is almost immediate 
benefit to a properly maintained shoreline. Many Lake Stewards notice the increased presence of wildlife on their
property as soon as their native plants come in. 

Rita is a Lake Steward on Clitherall Lake. She painted me a beautiful picture of her thriving yard since she
restored her 250 feet of shoreline to native grasses and forbs.

Since the planting we noticed the water quality in front of our place was much clearer than in other places where
people had mowed right down to the lakeshore. Wildlife such as turtles and even loons have used my shoreline. I
currently have a loon nesting platform and have had success with one or two babies each year. The variety of
birds increased with all the different seed heads to feast on in the fall. The monarch butterflies also love the native
flowers.

On a larger scale, Lake Steward is a framework by which social change can be achieved. The program is meant
to help empower individuals to take charge of their local environment in collaboration with associations and gov-
erning bodies, and cultivate a passion for lakeshore preservation. A community with a shared 
commitment to stewardship makes for a healthier lake as well as a healthier network of neighbors. This kinship,
realized in pursuit of a common goal, gives communities the capacity to take on larger projects and enact very
important change.

I met a man named Tim at a lake association event in Chisago County several weeks ago. He and his family
had recently moved to the area. He told us that the lake they had previously lived on looked like “pea soup” and
he wanted to be somewhere where his family could safely enjoy the water. They chose to move to Chisago
County because they saw that North Center and South Center lakes had both recently been removed from the
impaired waters list by the MPCA. They inferred that the community of landowners on this lake had mobilized to
make this happen. They wanted to live among people who prioritized lake health and were dedicated to 
maintaining it. 

Indeed, years of planning and hard work on the part of a dedicated community of lakeshore property owners and
the SWCD had led to this achievement. The capability and  influence of this community of changemakers did not
go unnoticed, and it created a powerful draw for others who are also invested in preservation. In this way, not only
do these projects lead to more resilient and vibrant lakeshores,  and provide ecological, and recreational benefits,
they also inspire and motivate change from the ground up.            

This is why we are Lake Stewards. We protect the lakes for the sake of our own 
personal enjoyment, and plants and animals today. We also protect the lakes for the
sake of the future. We must use our knowledge of natural ecosystems and our 
capacity to learn from each other for the sake of our grandchildren.  For something
bigger and more important than our yards alone, yet dependent on them as well.

Tags: lake association, Shoreline protection, water quality

Dear LAPOA Members, 

It’s the middle of October as I it at my computer and compose this Fall President’s letter to you the 
membership.  The summer season has come-and-gone and fall has finally set in, how fast it went?!  That
also means winter is just around the corner, sorry to say (we’re Minnesotans, remember?!).  For the
second summer in a row,  we have been under severe drought conditions nearly from the get-go, but

fortunately I have officially registered 7+ inches of rain in my County rain gauge since 1 September.
Water levels have returned somewhat, but are still low enough that barring any major rain soon will make
it near impossible to get my aeration system in for the winter (second year running….). Oh well, if it isn’t
one thing it’s another! 

I am hopeful y'all have had an enjoyable summer and fall around the Lake, all things considered the
weather was pretty darned pleasant for the most part.  Aside from the standard holidays of Memorial Day,
4th of July, Scandia Valley Days in early August, and Labor Day, there haven’t been many additional
newsworthy happenings around the area to report on that I’m aware of….  

I would argue we had another successful, well attended Annual meeting in mid-August, but again no
Fall Clean-up as we plan to hold another next year or the year after.  And when I pulled our pontoon off
the lake the day after Labor Day, I was somewhat pleasantly surprised  as I drove the pontoon to the
East End Access from our place on the NE corner E from the Landing, the majority of docks and lifts were
already off the lake, I’m sure related to issues with the lower water level. Sure seemed so “empty” around
the lake for being so early in the fall….. 

As was the case last year, the LALID had no bog issues this past season, which for the third year (or
more) in a row is a pleasant item to report on IMHO?!  We treated just under 21 acres of curlyleaf
pondweed and a reduction from last year's 54 acres as we only had to treat 30+ acres of Eurasian water
milfoil this year in the July/August interchange.  As I always want to make clear, please don’t hesitate to
contact myself or one of the other 8 Board members with other issues of concern you would like be given
further consideration and action, as necessary.    

My final closing thoughts to share, as is the case at this end of each growing season, this President’s
Letter and Newsletter will be our last correspondence for the season.  As always, on behalf of the LAPOA
Board, I wish all a good fall and winter season, we'll look forward to seeing you, some throughout the
winter and remainder on your return “Up North” next Spring!  Again, a huge thanks for your continued
support of the Lake Alexander Property Owners Association! 

Stay well, 

Dr. Bill, President
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  Hello again LAPOA Members,                                                                             
 
  It’s early June as I pen this latest President’s letter to all of you – I hope you somehow all managed to have 
a good Memorial Day weekend and enjoyed a beautiful first weekend of the summer season!  It has been an 
interesting weather spring with hot in mid-May and then cooler at the end (I turned my heat back on for about 
a week!), but as some say, MN weather changes quickly so just give it an hour…  And as always, I wish you 
welcome back (for many of you) and let’s hope for a great beginning to the 2025 summer season on Lake 
Alexander! 
 
  The ice off season was somewhat average but I am well aware there are some areas of the lake with pretty 
serious heaving, so wish all with damage well in getting that sorted out. Lake levels have dropped since last 
fall and I would estimate 8-10” overall, and not that surprising considering another winter with little to no snow 
(I had to have my drive plowed only twice compared to only once last winter?!).  MN DNR has done more fish 
surveys to begin the ice-free season so preliminary results as they become available will be updated during our 
annual meeting this summer.  Our first LAPOA Board meeting was held in late April, where it was decided our 
in person Annual Meeting will be on Saturday, August 9 at 9 am, look for further details in this Newsletter and 
our summer mailing.  
 
  There have not been any new developments of the Pine Bluff LLC (former Weyerhaeuser property) and the 
Board will continue to follow that for any further developments.  I can also share that there have been no floating 
bogs seen or at least not brought to my attention, but please remember if you have a bog issue to contact the 
LALID for assistance, thanks in advance.  Finally, feel free to reach out to myself or any of our other Board 
members with any further questions or concerns, and as I hope we continue to do, we’ll do our best to keep 
you informed in timely fashion...  
 
  I hope to see you at our Annual Meeting at the Scandia Valley Town Hall on Saturday morning, August 9.  And 
please get out on the lake and enjoy another summer season in the Lincoln Lakes area. In closing, I sincerely 
hope this finds you all healthy and happy and my thanks for your continued support of the LAPOA, I hope to 
see you many of you around the Lake! 
         									              Be Well,               
             							          	      Dr. Bill, President
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DNR Walleye Surveys Continue to Monitor
Lake Alexander Fishery

Jim McGonigle, LAPOA Board Member
  
  You may not be aware of it but unlike our Scandia Valley Fire Department, our Scandia Valley First Responders 
get no funding from the township.  Responders exist entirely on donations.  When they need a new AED (for heart 
attacks), or new batteries for the AED units after usage, or when they need to resupply their drug inventory, they can 
only use their donated fund balance.  At the current time their current balance is quite limited, and they are currently 
looking at buying a much needed very used ambulance to upgrade their response vehicle.

Bottom line—they need your help!  That is why the Lake Alexander Property Owners Association board recently 
voted to add a First Responders donation line on your membership dues form this year.  We will make sure your 
additional donation to our Scandia Valley First Responders gets to them.  In ADDITION the LAPOA voted to provide 
MATCHING FUNDS up to $2,000 of your contributions.  We are so fortunate to have qualified first responders in 
our area, and they need our help.  

Please look at your 2025 LAPOA membership dues form enclosed and consider helping our first responders if you 
can. They are always the first ones to an area emergency and can provide much needed lifesaving assistance until 
an ambulance arrives on site.  The LAPOA and our Scandia Valley First Responders THANK YOU! 

Help Our Scandia Valley First Responders

Gene Champeau, LAPOA Board Member

The Minnesota DNR routinely surveys Lake Alexander fish populations in order to maintain and enhance the 
angling experience so many of us enjoy. Both walleye and muskellunge populations are actively managed by 
the DNR based on statistical data originating from trap, gill and electrofishing surveys. For most Minnesotans, 
a robust walleye population is the number one priority as they are not only fun to catch, but make great table 
fare. The Lake Alex management plan sets catch rates for of a certain number of fish per netting, with not only 
numbers of fish specified, but also size ranges outlined in the management plan. For each netting lift, the DNR 
would like to see 6.6 fish average per lift for walleyes, with at least 50% of these being in the 12-20” length range.

Surveys were conducted last fall using gill nets and electrofishing. In 2021, the walleye gill netting yielded a record low catch 
of 2.9 walleyes/lift, which is below the management goal set for walleyes. There was some concern about the decline in the 
catch rate, however, the 2024 survey showed improvement at 4.87 fish/lift. Even though the 2024 numbers were below the 
management target of 6.6 fish/lift, there are no indications that the walleye populations are in a long term declining trend.

Walleye fingerling stocking occurred nearly every year from 1945 to 1992. In 1995, walleye fry stocking was done 
biannually up until 2011. In order to sustain a robust walleye population, annual stocking of walleye fry was initiated 
in 2014. Annual walleye stocking has continued except for 2020 when stocking was not completed due to the 
Covid pandemic. To bolster the walleye population after the disappointing 2021 survey, the DNR stocked the lake 
in 2023 with walleye fingerlings (larger than fry) and has just completed last May 2025, the stocking of 2.5 million 
fry. The DNR plans to conduct additional electrofishing surveys this fall and will also do an ice-out survey next 
year (done every four years) which will update population estimates for walleyes as well as muskies. No doubt, 
walleye populations are down, but the base population is still healthy and next years survey data should give us 
a better look at how stocking has effected walleye populations. The DNR has offered to do a presentation at the 
annual property owners meeting next year to update us on the latest survey results. The DNR has also indicated 
they are poised to conduct additional fingerling stocking if fall electrofishing numbers are lower than the targets in 
the management plan. Stayed Tuned for updates as new survey data comes in from the DNR office in Little Falls.
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New Lake Stewards
Doug Cook, LAPOA Board Member
  
  The Lake Steward Program sponsored by our property owners association 
and Minnesota Lakes and Rivers is beginning to gain momentum. Two new 
Lake Steward designations were awarded this spring to Bill and Michelle 
Faber and Tracy and Matt Simpson. They qualified for the award by meeting 
the standards set by Minnesota Lakes and Rivers including maintenance 
or restoration of a natural shoreline, presence of a buffer zone between the 
shore and the upland area, and control of run off from the dwelling to the 
lake. There efforts to protect the lake were rewarded with a beautiful sign 
indicating their status as Lake Stewards. The signs are meant to proudly 
display the property owners commitment to a healthy lake and are meant 
to be posted on the dock or near the water for all to see. Congratulations to 
the Faber’s and the Simpson’s for being good stewards of Lake Alexander! 

Ron Wieber, LALID Treasurer 
  Hope the headline catches your attention, which otherwise might be a bit of a boring article?
  The current payable 2025 LA LID property tax assessment is $200 with 486 riparian lake front owners, down one 
from 487 in 2024.  I am reporting that June’s bank balances for the Lake Alexander Lake Improvement District (LA 
LID) are as following:
  
  Checking $5,492.05; Savings $64,713.33 and Jumbo CD $118,718.33 – so we remain stable financially. Updated 
financial statements will be available at the annual membership meeting this summer when we vote on our 2026 
LA LID assessment amount.
  
  In the past we have benefitted from several significant invasive species state and county grants. Over the years 
the state’s budget was flush, which is no longer the case. However, we are currently in a position where we should 
not need to rely on this funding source. The volunteer and elected board has strived to spend your assessed dollars 
wisely – utilizing a more effective yet more economical weed treatment chemical. Also, we are working with an 
individual who broke off from his employer to form a reduced cost weed survey company which has served us well.
  
  This Spring 16.45 acres of invasive Curly Leaf pondweed was surveyed and treated In May. The areas consisted 
of eight sites ranging from five acres to just under one acre. Once Eurasian water milfoil has had a chance to grow 
again this summer, these invasive weed areas will also be surveyed and treated before early Fall 2025, pending 
board action.
  
  To date I am unaware of any floating bogs – especially those greater than 6’ x 6’ (back of a pickup size) which 
would require LA LID board action to remediate. 
  
  Collectively we are members of Minnesota Lakes & Rivers Association which hosts our web page. They remind 
us to “Hook fish and not a loon! Accidents happen! If you hook a loon and are unable to unhook it or spot a hooked 
or tangled loon, immediately call MN Loon Rescue at 612-226-6571. We are also members of the MN Counties 
Insurance Trust (along with over 20 MN Lake Improvement Districts purchasing state required liability coverage).
  
  All in all, we are posed for another successful year in carrying out our mission in 2025. Again, my annual thank you 
for your annual summer 2024 meeting attendance and continued support which make all this possible - Protecting 
our Prized Recreational Asset and Investment.

In the Weeds - Treasurer Report

Emerald Ash Borer in Morrison County
Doug Cook, LAPOA Board Member

Emerald Ash Borer has been found near Brainerd, Little Falls, and 15 miles south of Randall. These borers will not be 
stopped and will soon be at Lake Alexander. Unfortunately, it is almost a guarantee that all untreated ash trees will die 
and we have a lot of ash trees. The only thing you can do to save an ash tree is to have an arborist treat the tree with an 
insecticide that must be reapplied every 3 years. The entire county is under quarantine, ash wood cannot be transported 
out of the county. More information can be found at: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/eab-info-homeowners
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Get Involved! Become a Lake Steward
Doug Cook, LAPOA Board Member

Lake Stewards is a program of Minnesota Lakes and Rivers that supports lakefront property owners in protecting and 
restoring natural shorelines. Through simple actions like planting native vegetation and reducing runoff, participants 
help improve water quality and strengthen habitat for fish and wildlife.

Start by taking the “Are You a Lake Steward?” quiz to assess how your property impacts water quality. 
You’ll be connected with a trained Lake Steward Evaluator from your local lake association, a neighbor who knows 
your lake well. They’ll schedule a site visit to walk your property and offer personalized tips to restore habitat, reduce 
erosion, and manage runoff. If your property meets the criteria, you’ll proudly earn a Lake Steward sign—a visible 
symbol of your commitment to protecting Minnesota’s lakes for future generations.

Take the quiz by going to the Lake Alexander Property Owners Association facebook page and click on the 
Lake Steward link and it will take you to the right section of our webpage where you can find the quiz. Fill out the 
simple 10 question quiz and submit it. On this page you will find a lot more information on the Lake Steward program 
and its role in healthy lakes.
 
Alternatively, enter in the search bar: lakealexander.mnlakesandrivers.org/lake-steward-program
If you take the quiz and arrange a site visit by the program evaluator, you will be give a 

valuable resource, The Shoreland Guide To Lake Stewardship.

Discover effective steps you can take to restore your shoreline. This guide offers tips
that can filter up to 90% of runoff, helping to protect the health of our lakes!

Watch the Lake Steward Webinar to explore the critical issue of Minnesota’s vanishing natural shorelines and hear 
inspiring stories from diverse perspectives within the Lake Steward community. My contact information is on page 1 
if you need more details.

Jim McGonigle, LAPOA Board Member

Bob Andersen and I have been doing water clarity and quality testing for several years, and we are all so fortunate 
to live on a lake that is extremely high in both clarity and quality.  Both have been very consistent over the last 
several years. The testing is monitored and published by the DNR’s Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Recently I 
was contacted by them to see if I would be interested in sending in samples for air quality testing. I applied and was 
accepted as the air tester for Morrison County.

 I don’t have all the details yet, but I know that it will involve sending in pine needles for testing in late July or August.  
Obviously, we won’t have any test results back for our August 9th Lake Alexander Property Owners Association 
meeting.  However, it is nice to know that the results we eventually get for Morrison County will be from right here—
Lake Alexander!  More details to come perhaps in our fall newsletter.

Water and Air Quality

New Facebook Page and Website Updates
Doug Cook, LAPOA Board Member

The Lake Alexander Property Owners Association (LAPOA) has its own Facebook page and has already been 
viewed nearly 1,000 times in its short existence. To find it, just search for the full name on Facebook. The page is 
built for two reasons; first there is a link there directing you to our hard to find website and a second link that will direct 
you to the Lake Steward section of our website. You will find our past LAPOA newsletters on the website and meeting 
minutes for both the LAPOA and the Lake Improvement District (LID), the tax funded entity that supports controlling 
the invasive milfoil and removing bogs. To go directly to the website, search for: 
lakealexander.mnlakesandrivers.org
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